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MOTHER’S DAY
The history of Mother’s Day dates back to 1600s in England. Here a Mothering Sunday was celebrated annually on the fourth Sunday of Lent (the 40 day period leading up to Easter) to honor mothers. After a prayer service in church to honor Virgin Mary, children brought gifts and flowers to pay tribute to their own mothers. Custom of celebrating Mothering Sunday died out almost completely by the 19th century. However, the day came to be celebrated again after World War II, when American servicemen brought the custom and commercial enterprises used it as an occasion for sales. 
         Mother's Day is celebrated to honor all mothers and express gratitude for the hardships they bear in bringing up their children. Most countries including US, Australia, Canada and India celebrate Mother’s Day on the second Sunday of May. Mother’s Day came into being due to the efforts made by Ms Julia Ward Howe and Ms Anna Jarvis. The Resolution for having a dedicated Mother's Day was signed by US President Woodrow Wilson on May 8, 1914. Since then people across the world have been celebrating Mother’s Day with joy and devotion.

Activity 1: Group work, read the paragraph about history of Mother’s Day. Then answer and discuss the following questions.

1. In your family, which one do you love most, your mother or your father? Why?

2. Whenever each spring is over, your mother is one year older. Do you think the older your mother is, the nearer the day when you no longer see your mother comes?

3. Do you think you are happy if you live in the arms of a stepmother or a mother in law?


4. What do you learn from your mother? What does your mother teach you?

5. Also like his mother, everyone has only one homeland. Without a mother or a homeland, it is impossible for anyone to reach full age, isn’t it?

6. What do you usually do for your mother on Women’s Day and Mother’s Day? Imagine: your mother is a young widow, and she’d like to remarry another man. Then let her do that, or you will do anything possible to keep her far away from that man. Your opinion?

Activity 2: People say “If the whole world were put into one scale, and my mother in the other, the whole world would kick the beam”. To you, how important is your mother? Have you ever said to your mother “I love you very much”? Do you think about the present which you will give her on Mother’s Day? Let you write a poem for your mother on this day. You can use the poem “Mother” as the below suggestion.

M-O-T-H-E-R 
"M" is for the million things she gave me, 
"O" means only that she's growing old, 
"T" is for the tears she shed to save me, 
"H" is for her heart of purest gold; 
"E" is for her eyes, with love-light shining, 
"R" means right, and she'll always be, 
Put them all together, they spell " MOTHER" 
A word that means the world to me.
Finish your own poem, then share it with your partners to have the best poem for each group.  The group most voted will be given a gift.

MOTHER
Mother
Tell your children not to walk my way
Tell your children not to hear my words
What they mean
What they say
Mother

Mother
Can you keep them in the dark for life
Can you hide them from the waiting world
Oh mother

Father
Gonna take your daughter out tonight
Gonna show her my world
Oh father

Not about to see your light
But if you wanna fight hell with me
I can show you what it's like
Till you're bleeding

Not about to see your light
And if you wanna fight hell with me
I can show you what it's

Mother
Tell your children not to hold my hand
Tell your children not to understand
Oh mother

Father
Do you wanna bang heads with me
Do you wanna fear everything
Oh father

Not about to see your light
But if you wanna fight hell with me
I can show you what it's like
Till you're bleeding

Not about to see your light
And if you wanna fight hell with me
I can show you what it's
Damn

Not about to see your light
But if you wanna fight hell with me
I can show you what it's like
Till you're bleeding

Not about to see your light
And if you wanna fight hell with me
I can show you what it's like
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