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HOMELAND


As a man, everyone has his native land, the place where he was born and brought up and had so many sad and sweet memories of his past, the place which rarely can he forget in all his life.


Homeland is the sweetest, the loveliest, and the best place in the world. However poor it may be, people still love their homeland more than any other beautiful places in the world. They would sacrifice all the comforts and luxuries of a modern building in a distant place in exchange for a simple, dear place in their hometown. Due to different reasons, a man may have to live far away from his birthplace; however, whenever thinking of his motherland, he experiences inexpressible feelings for the place in which he once lived in the tenderness and love of his beloved mother and in the protection and help of his generous father.


All people, in any case, or in what position they may be, once far from their homes, they are expecting to return to their warm hearths. It seems that nothing in this life can fathom the depth of homesickness. Those forsaken on a strange land are eager to come back to their fatherland to enjoy the cozy atmosphere of their families, to see their relatives, friends, and play mates again, and to listen to the rhythm of the rain on the thatched roof, step on the footbridge, and eat a meal with vegetable pickles and fish sauce.


“East or West, home is the best.” Wherever we go, we always hold the dearest place in our hearts for our homeland. It is our cradle, our nursery, our school, and our paradise on earth.


Activity 1: Discuss and answer the following questions
1. In wartime, our forefathers sacrificed themselves for the country. So, in peacetime, what should we do to protect?

2. When far away from home, what makes you miss your homeland most?

3. What is your opinion about the saying, “Good earth for birds to land”?

4. Also like his mother, every one has only one homeland. Without a mother or a homeland, it is impossible for anyone to reach full age, isn’t it?

5. How old were you when the nation was unified? Do you agree that nothing can compare with independence and freedom?

6. Do overseas Vietnamese living around the world still love their motherland? What’s the homeland, to you? Can you define it clearly and give some simple examples to demonstrate your definitions?

Activity 2: Memory game
Rule: It's autumn. Sally Squirrel is collecting nuts for the winter. Can you collect nuts for Sally before it gets too cold?

How to play: Click on 'GO'. There are 16 leaves in this game. You’ll find pictures under 8 leaves, and words under 8 leaves. Click on 2 leaves. Do they match? If they do, you’ve got a nut for Sally! Then you have to answer an available question. And you’ll win if you have a correct answer. If they don’t match, the leaves will turn over. You need to match the words and pictures before the temperature reaches zero.
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